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LESS.  'Fheir  worships,  the  “  mos^t,  to  lie  patiently  down  and  have  tliern  piled 
«ive  and  reverend  Seigndrs”  whoj  upon  them  like  mountains  upon  mountains, 
the  congress  of  the  United  States, !  They  therefore  were  afraid  to  proceed, 
d  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on ^  They  feared  that  however  strong  the  chains 
eenth  day  of  Septemlwir  last ;  l>e-j  which  hound  him,  however  accomuf^ited 
sixlt/-trjAii  (lays  This  great  the  weight,  the  giant  might  by  a  convulsive 

^3  produced,  partly  by  the  procla- i  etibrt  cast  olf  his. burdens  and  break  his 
tho  presidejjt  of  the  United  Stales,;  boinls.  Not  so  the  administration.  .  Jerfer* 
them,  that  “  great  and  weighty  .son  and  his  di8cVrr!e,"aiMl'the  disciples  of  his 
wo’dd  he  then  and  there  submit- !  disciple,  knew  too  well  with  wh  it  draughts 
fe:nviry  and  sapience  ;  and  paiii|||j|f  with  wha*  stupefy  i^g  o|  ktes 

with  which  at  all  times,*tbey  liad  dn^ged  their  victim  to  fear  his 
eS|)eci4d3^  in  ther^eAianl H/ncs,  cer-  stirring,  or  even  his  iieing  dU>>osed  to  stir, 
ami  prudent  ineinhei's  o<‘  that  most,  'I’lie spewHbrifts  were  therefore  while 

1r  and  dignifte<t  IhkIv  spring  forward  ^  the  usurcMrs,  who  might  have  fattened  still 
U-tl  ii’Kw  to  receive  tlieir  six  dob  |  longer  n|H>n  their  extravagance,  shrunk 
,as  a  rewani  for  coi!rtingthe  phnn- j  hack  in  dismay  from  a  repetition  of  their 
nir  r»iost  conlriving  president  into  j  guilt.  The  result  waS,  that  irwwy  could 
be  more  elTectnal  impoverishment  :  no  longer  be  borrowed  on  any  terms,  ai  any 
essiori  of  these  once  happy  and  f>remtiim — per  few/,  could  not  have  pro- 
g  stales.  cure'll  Mr.  Madison  another  million,  front 

K»t  august  hmly,  are,  constitution-  friend  or  foe.  'fhe  public  creilit  had  ex- 
rqiresentatlvcs  of  the  |»iitrioiism  1  pired.  A  national  bankruptcy  had  over- 
nn  of  this  dei^paded  re^mblic ;  nev-  taken  and  overwhelmed  the  profligate  bung- 
in  this  iKxly,  Hstonisliing  as  my  lers  to  whose  foil}"  and  wickedness  we  have 
lay  sujipose  it,  even  Ehenezer  committed  the  disposition  of  our  treasure 
John  l^ifTerts  are  comparatively  and  our  blood,  our  individual  liberties  and 
le.  When  thei'  assembled,  those  national  independence.  It  was  under  such 
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orndversitv,  in  Avhicli  7\Tr.  Maillson  bolds  the 
rod,  vV  in  w  bich  (be  only  book  studiedis  that, 
Avhich  treats  of  debts,  and  taxf  s,  and  blood  ; 
(heir  whole  anxiety  is,- bow  best  to  recon¬ 
cile  i?s  to  dis.4.strous  war,  a  never  eiidin;^  and 
still  increasing  taxation.  They  never  tliink 
bow  best  they  may  prevent  the  resources  ol’ 
the  country  from  I'assine;  tbrongh  hands  in 
which  they  melt  as  in  a  furnace;  llu;y  never 
think  how  best  tbe}'^  may  save  the  lu.ooD 
of  freem*>n  from  the  control  of  those,  under 
whose  control  it  has  for  two  j^ears  flowed  ! 
regularl}^  and  nndeviatin2;ly  to  the  grave. 
This  woidd  not  he  patriotic  ;  this  would  not 
he  American — and  in  the  land  of  the  sainted 
Washington,  Ibis  woidd  not  lie  Republican! 

On  their  wav  to  the  citv  of  Washinailou 
how'  felt  these  men  ?  these  representatives 
of  the  peojde  ?  Anxious  to  discover,  to 
punish,  and  in  future  to  guard  against  a  re¬ 
petition  of  fuich  calamity  and  tlisgrace,  as 
the  cowardly  defence,  the  cowardly  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  capital  had  brought  upon 
tlie  cabinet  and  upon  the  nation  ?  Alas, 
Ihe  same  iMr.  Jones,  w  ho  ordered  the  hurn- 
jug  brand  info  the  navy  yard,  still  holds  his 
j'lace,  and  feasts  our  stern  “  repidilicaii’'  re¬ 
presentatives  into  acipiiescence  and  good 
humour,  ^rhesarne  Mr.  IMonroe,  a  colonel 
too,  colon'll  Monroe  !  the  president’s  confi¬ 
dential  ailviser,  and  selected  successor,  as  a 
reward  for  his  labours  on  that  dreadful  day 
of  national  humiliation,  is  translated  to  the 
direction  of  the  w  ar  department,  and  a  com¬ 
plying  senate  how’  a  liumhle  Amen  to  the 
<lreadfiil  euicidal  deed;  while  Winder,  his 
blushing  honours  thick  upon  him,  is  des¬ 
patched  to  repeat  his  brilliant  exploits  in — 
Quebec.  And  Mr.  Madison — his  nerves 
scarcely  recoveretl  from  the  tremor,  his  face 
from  the  deadly  paleness,  of  his  preposte¬ 
rous  flight ;  his  thirst  scarce  slaked,  his  hun¬ 
ger  scarce  allayed ;  him  in  the  midst  of  the 
desolation  his  imbecility  had  invited,  wan- 
deringamongthe  ruins  of  tin?  ca(>ital,  shrink¬ 
ing  from  himself,  as  from  a  guilty  thing: 
did  they  preserve  towards  him  an  austere 
and  digniiied  distance  ?  Did  the  represen¬ 
tatives,  whose  most  sacred  duty  it  was  to 
impeach,  did  the  senators,  not  less  l)ound  to 
try  and  convict  and  dismiss  him,  when  im¬ 
peached  ;  did  they  keep  aloof  from  him,  who 
having  procured  a  sentence  of  death  against 
Hull  had  been  guilty  of  a  far  greater 
crime.  Or  did  the  rank  of- the  commander 
in  chief  cover  all  ?  Had  he  the  distribution 
of  office  and  appointment  ?  were  life  and 
death  in  his  hands,  not  in  theirs,  that  hum¬ 


bly,  obsequiously  they  sought  him  out,  and 
prostrated  themselves  before  him,  who  had 
prostrated  the  capital  before  the  enemy  ?  or 
were  his  otfences  to  be  pardoned  because 
he  had  |M)rfrayed  in  their  just  colours  Ihe 
harliarit}^  of  the  enemy  ?  Was  his  guilt, 
which  could,  and  ought  to  h  ive  been  pun- 
ishetl, atoned  by  his  descrihingthe  guill  of  the 
enemy,  which  we  could  not  punish  !  Alas  ! 
the  luxurious  tables  which  have  been  spread 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  the  social  glasses  which  have  lieen 
raised  and  rang  in  mutual  greetings,  while 
tile  winning  smiles  of  female  w'ilchery  have 
crowned  the  whole  scene  with  joy  and  le¬ 
vity,  are  little  calculated  to  produce  or  pre¬ 
serve  those  stern  resolves,  upon  which,  in 
alarming  times,  the  safet}^  of  repuldics  <le- 
peiid.  And  the  man  who  pn^sided  over  the 
fall  of  Washiiijrlon  has  been  already  for¬ 
given ;  forgiven!  he  is  constanll}’  courted, 
and  caressed.  He  asks  for  money;  an  in¬ 
crease  of  taxes  from  five  to  twenty  mil¬ 
lions,  and  all  that  is  thought  of  is,  how  it 
can  most  surely  he  wrung  from  an  impov- 
erisheil  people.  He  asks  for  more  flesh  and 
hloo«l,aml  the  people’s  rejiresenlalives  seem 
anxious  only  how  tiny  may  invest  him 
with  irresistible  power  over  the  persons  of 
ourselves,  our  fathers  and  our  chihlren. 
Great  God  !  is  it  not  yet  enough  ?  He  has 
’  hud  all  the  money  he  has  asked,  and  he  has 
I  used  it  to  produce  individual  and  national 
i  bankruptcy  !  He  has  had  al!  the  men  he  has 
asked,  and  their  hones  are  bleaching  on'tlie 
frontiers,  while  our  capitol  has  been  sacked, 
Baltimore  invaded,  and  the  whole  sea-hoard 
threatened  and  defenceless.  Or  will  Ihe  im¬ 
becility  which  has  lost  us  our  territory,  re- 
I  gain  it  ?  w  hich  h  is  lost  ns  our  honour,  restore 
it  ?  Our  honour  !  which  this  same  man  con¬ 
jures  us  to  jireserve  from  forciiin  violation, 
that  we  may  subject  it  to  the  ruin  which /t/y 
mismanagement  has  brought,  and  as  assur¬ 
edly  as  it  luis  brought,  will  continue  to  bring 
upon  it.  Is  it  not  yet  enough  ?  Do  w  e  liope, 
by  pouring  our  all  into  the  maelslroom  of 
folly,  to  fill  it  up  ?  To  incapacity  and  folly 
means  are  but  fuel.  As  well  might  it  he  ho¬ 
ped  to  extinguish  fire, by  heaping  on  wood, as 
to  make  incapacity  and  folly  provident  of 
what  is  committed  to  them.  The  more  you 
give  them, the  more  brilliant  and  glaring  will 
he  the  destruction  that  ensues.  Give  them 
more  money,  and  they  will  only  increase  the 
objects  of  expenditure.  Give  them  more  men, 
and  there  will  lie  only  a  more  complicated 
extension  of  miserable  projects.  The  result 
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tvill  l»e  as  it  lias  been.  Our  money  ^vill  be 
melted  ;  our  brethren  will  be  destroyed,  our 
country  tiissraced,  our  people  impoverished 
itiul  disheartened.  Our  animosities  will  be 
excited  a;j:ainst  the  enemy,  our  confidence 
reposed  in  those,  whom  that  enemy  would 
themselves  select  tor  adversaries. 

But  it  seems  that  we  are  destined  to  tra¬ 
vel  in  this  road  to  ruin.  If  it  must  he  so, 
if  we  are  determined  that  all  we  are  willing 
to  part  with  hereafter,  shall  he  intrusted  to 
those  who  have  worse  than  sipiandered  all 
we  have  given  them  already,,  still  let  us,  if 
we  are  not  <Ioomed  to  total  and  universal 
insanity,  pause  and  refiect  how  wuch  we  are 
willing  to  part  with.  If  our  money  is  of  no 
value,  let  it  go,  as  it  has  gone.  If  our  pros¬ 
perity  is  of  no  account,  let  it  he  sported 
away,  as  it  has  been.  1  can  he  as  content 
as  my  neighbours.  I  have  never  known 
afiluence  ;  and  1  can  starve  with  at  least  as 
much  c«)mposure  as  any  of  them.  Let  our 
money  go,  if  it  must  he  so  to  procure  the 
security  of  national  rights,  by  intrusting  it 
to  those  whose  return  cargoes  have  always 
consisted  of  disaster  and  ilisgrace.  Let 
those  who  are  encouraged  by  tlic  results 
of  such  voyages,  go  in  deeper,  and  increase 
in  obstinacy,  as  disappoiatments  multiply 
ii])on  them. 

I  can  even  he  content,  that  if  to  Mr. 
ISladison,  as  to  the  woo<l-demon,  there  must 
he  oSTered  iip.aunually,  a  sacrifice  of  blood, 
that  he  shall  have  it.  But  in  the  name  of 
God,  let  him  take  it  only  from  those  who 
are  willing  to  sell  it  to  him.  And  to  this 
end,  1  care  as  little  as  any  body,  what  price 
he  is  authorized  to  pay  for  it.  If  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  he  not  enough 
for  as  much  l»lood  as  Hows  in  one  man's 
veins,  let  liim  bestow  a  thousand  acres. 
If  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
bounty  be  not  enough  let  that  also  be  a 
thousand.  Let  soldiers  l)e  rich,  and  citi¬ 
zens  poor.  Let  the  soldiers  be  rich  slaves^ 
if  they  choose  it ;  hut  with  our  poverty,  for 
to  that  we  are  all  doomed,  and  the  sooner 
we  make  up  our  minds  to  it  the  easier  we 
shall  feel:  with  our  poverty,  let  us  entreat 
that  we  may  preserve  our  liberty.  Let  us 
insist  that  we  7viil  preserve  it.  And  if  we 
must  fight,  let  us  fight  for  our  personal  liber- 
ty,  not  for  those  w  ho  would  wrest  it  from 
us.  Personal  liberty  is  unalienable.  Even 
where  the  majority  governs,  the  majority 
has  no  power  over  it;  and  in  what  way 
soever,  and  by  w  homsoever  it  is  attempted 
to  take  from  me  mi/  liherti/  the  attempt  is 
unlawful.  For  this  doctrine  1  seek  no  sup- 
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port  in  laws  or  constitutions.  1  look  up  to 
the  G(hI  who  made  me  free,  and  who  has 
coiriraaiided  me  to  transmit  this  gift  to  my 
children.  And  with  his  blessing  and  his 
grace,  1  will  preserve  it  for  myself  and  for 
them.  In  saying  this,  1  mean  not  merely' 
to  speak  of  and  for  myself.  'Phere  is  not 
an  uncorrupted  citizen  in  America,  who  has 
not  the  same  sacred  sentiment  in  his  heart, 
the  same  expression  ready  for  his  tongue. 

Is,  then,  our  liberty ,(I  speak  in  the  plains 
old  fashioned,  unsojdiisticated  sense  of  the 
word,)  is  our  Liberty;  1  mean  PERSON¬ 
AL  LIBERTY  :  the  right  of  doing  with 
ourselves,  as  we  think  most  comfortable  and 
pleasant^  committing  no  crime;  tlie  right 
of  seeking  our  own  hapj)iness,  according  to 
our  own  estimate  of  happiness,  contrave¬ 
ning  no  law'  of  God,  no  just  law  of  man :  Is 
THIS  LIBERTY  threatened?  if  it  is,  it 
is  time  we  take  alarm.  Is  this  liberty  en* 
dangered  %  if  it  is,  it  is  time  to  be  active  in 
its  defence ;  to  meet  the  enemy  who  would 
wrest  it  from  us,  we  should  stand  at  the 
threshold.  But  if  it  he  certain  that  the 
forms  of  law  have  been  siilx)rned  and  pro¬ 
stituted,  to  enable  usurpation  to  commence, 
and  tyranny  to  enforce  its  exactions;  if  it 
he  certain,  tliat  the  work  is  begun,  then,  if 
we  would  die,  as  we  were  liorn,  FREE ;  let 
us  resist :  “  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if 
w  e  must.” 

The  question,  however,  is  a  serious,  a 
solemn,  and  an  awful  one.  The  acts  pass¬ 
ed  by  onr  representatives,  duly  elected, 
should  not,  without  the  most  serious  exami¬ 
nation,  the  most  deliberate  reflection,  be 
pronounced  a  violation,  a  direct,  palpable, 
outrageous  violation  of  personal  lilieriy. 
The.  mind  ought  to  lean  against  such  an  oni- 
nion.  To  every  possible  argument,  erm- 
sistent  with  truth  and  our  safety,  should  be 
given  the  utmost  possible  regard,  that  we 
may  not  he  hurried  to  a  wrong  conclusion. 
We  all  know  how  mui  h  freehorn  souls  are 
willing  to  hazard  for  freedom.  And  we 
know  too,  that  if  the  hazard  be  incurred, 
not  for  freetlora,  but  its  counterfeit  image, 
we  may,  and  history  proves,  that  nations  al¬ 
most  always  lose  their  actual  liberty,  when 
they  thus  are  so  unfortunately  beguiled  into 
a  pursuit  of  its  phantom. 

From  what  has  been  remarked,  my  coun¬ 
trymen  will  plainly  enough  discov  er  iny  own 
oninion ;  hut  on  such  a  subject,  no  man’s 
mere  opinion  ought  to  he  receivetl  as  proof; 
and  of  multitudes  mine,  perhaps,  less  than 
any.  For  I  am,  and  have  ^een  aP  my  life, 
a  patient;  steady,  and  zealous  opposer  of 
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mocrrcy.  .  It  is  ix)Ssible,  therefore,  that  iny  and  every  man  in  France  was  either  an  ac* 
prej  jtlices  may,  in  this  instance,  have  decti-  tual  military  A'/aa,  or  might  be  made  such, 
ved  my  understanding.  But,  whether  they  when  tlie  usurper  chose  to  pronounce  his 
have  or  not,  the  reasoning  1  am  j>re[)ared  to  doom. 

submit  to  iny  countrymen,  must  determine.  And  it  is  not  a  little  wonderful,  that  where 
That  reasoning  has  satisfied  my  own  judg-  he  left  oif,  the  republican  legislature  of  New- 
ment,  but  tiiat  it  may  lje  received  with  all  York  begins.  Nor  less,  that  the  same  sys- 
possible  allowance  and  distrust,  I  leel  iny-  tern  which  made  him  theterrorandabhor- 
self  bound  in  candour  and  tairness,  to  apprize  rence  of  the  French,  should  be  resorted  to, 
the  reader,  that  the  conscription  principle  hy  those  who  affect  to  be  the  exclusive 
did,  in  the  legislature,  receive  the  sanction  friends  of  the  American  people, 
of  several  Jcdcral  gentlemen,  ol  sound  un-  Of  the  conscription  bill  b(forc  cons^rcss^ 
derstanding  and  imhlemished  purity;  that  I  shall  not  now  speak.  The  re:(ler  will  see 
in  the  council  of  revision,  it  was  approved  Mr.  ^lonroe's  plan;  and  for  the  present  I 
by  Mr.  ChiJ  Justice  Thompson^  a  man,  who,  can  oniy  entreat  him  to  read  it  ag  dii  and 
although  alw’ays  a  democrat,  is  entitled  to  a  again,  if  he  places  the  leasl  v'<lue  on  his 
great  share  of  piildic  coafidence.  This  gea-  iir»erty.  Perha()s  that  dreadfid  bill  will  not 
tieman,  I  am  well  pers;uded,  is  in  priiici[de,  Ue  passed.  The  congress  seems  to  hesitate, 
an  assureil  Iriend  ol  il  li  icitji  ^  and  has,  I  The  jiause  is  awful,  hut  there  is  liope  in  it. 
in  his  judicial  capacity,  olten  shown  him-  The  democratic  congress  never  paused  be- 
self  superior  to  the  iiitliience  of  party.  This  fore! 

gentleman  is  too  honest  to  tio  wrong,  but  Perhaps  tlieotlier  slates  of  the  Union  may 
still  he  is  but  a  man,  and  may  have  done  escape.  But  in  (he  state  of  New-V*ork,  oiu’ 
wrong.  And  if  he  has,  the  juirity  of  his  in-  destuiy  is  decicU'd,  our  legislature  has  done 
tentions,  will  not  alleviate  our  sufferings,  the  deed.  Had  Napoleon  never  cursed  the 
Our  cliains  will  not  be  less  galling,  because  earth,  il  would  have  !>€en  “a  deed  without 
game  honest  men  have  innoceutiy  assisted  a  name.”  But  it  has  a  name  now,  and  that 
ia  fastening  them  upon  us.  name  is  Conscription!  Aiidjl  is  not  a  mere 

All  history  proves,  tnat  attacks  upon  liber-  conscription,  il  is  in  its  provisions  and  prin- 
ty,  have  been  most  successful,  when  they  ciples, 

have  assumerl  the  plea  of  necessity,  and  ap-  A  HESSIAN  CONSCRIPTION  !  ! 
proach  us  under  the  sanction  ol  authority.  Those  provisions  and  principles  will  in 
and  under  the  forms  of  law  ;  for  to  these,  the  next  numl»er  he  more  minutely  cxami- 
men  look  up  for  protection,  friendshiii  and  ned  ami  detailed.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
kindness,  esjiecially  in  this  land  of  law  and  reader  is  furnished  with  the  objections  of 
liberty.  To  suspect  Ihe  laws  of  aiming  at  Mr,  C1ia;uctllor  Kent,  as  a  member  of  the 
the  destruction  of  freedom,  is  a  new  feeling  council  of  revision.  Two  mendiers  of  that 
to  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  New-York ;  arwl  coum  il,  Mr.  Justice  Fan  Ness,  and  Mr. 
is  calculated  to  strike  him  with  as  much  dis-  Justice  Flatt,  were  alisent ;  but  1  have  au- 
may,  as  to  suspect,  that  a  father’s  hand  had  tiiority  for  saying  that  they  coincide  entire- 
infused  the  fatal  poison  into  the  cup  of  .liis  |y  ^vith  the  chancellor’s  olyeclions. 
son.  But,  if  the  poison  have  been  indeed  council  of  revision,  nov.  22d,  18M. 
infused,  it  will  not  be  the  less  fatal.  Presmt  : 

Without  recurring  to  the  history  of  past  The  Governor^  Mr.Ch.  Just.  Thompson, 

times  for  instances,  and  they  are  abundant,  Mr.  Chancellor  Kent,  Mr.  Just.  Speruer. 
the  usurpation  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  is  The  chancellor  o  yected  to  the  bill  enti- 
alone  sufficient  to  warn  us  of  our  danger,  tied  “  an  act  to  authorize  the  raising  of 
Not  a  single  step  did  that  usurper  take,  troops  for  the  defence  of  this  state,”  as  iii- 
without  the  sanction  of  the  existing  authori-  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
ties ;  the  forms  of  law.  Yet,  never  was  sys-  and  the  public  good : 
tem  more  despotic  than  his,  for  it  was  des-  1st.  Because  the  constitution  of  the  Uni- 
potic,  not  only  in  form, but  in  practice;  and  ted  States  has  granted  to  congress  the  power 
its  oppressions  and  its  miseries  entered  into  to  raise  and  support  armies,  an(i  with  it  the 
•Very  cottage  and  every  hovel,  however  de-  exclusive  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  du- 
solate,  forlorn  or  remote.  His  conscription,  ties  and  excises,  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
the  most  terrible  feature  in  his  tyranny,  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  After 
sought,  and  found,  and  grappled  every  male  such  a  transfer  of  pow  er,  and  of  the  best  re- 
huQuui  being  within  the  limits  of  his  empire ;  sources  of  the  state,  ihe  raising  immediately 
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so  large  an  army  as  12,000  men,  and  at  th>^ 
sole  expense  ol  the  people  of  this  state,  so 
far  as  respect  tlie  orgaiiizaiion,  iiounty  ami 
equipment  of  the  corps ;  and  which  exjiense 
alone  according  to  the  terms  of  the  bill  may 
amount  to  nearly,  or  quite,  two  and  a  half 
millions  ordolIars,is  an  undue,  disproportion¬ 
ate,  and  most  burdensome  contribution  lor 
the  common  defence.  The  individual  states, 
as  states,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  war, 
except  for  tlie  mere  pur|)Ose  of  self  protec¬ 
tion.  The  entire  power  of  creating,  con¬ 
ducting  and  concluding  war,  and  with  it  the 
correspomlent  duties  and  responsibilities  are 
confided  exclusively  to  the  government  of 
the  ^Jnited  States.  Nor  do  the  provisions 
of  I  he  bilj  correspond  w  ith  its  title,  for  the 
trooj's  so  raised,  are  to  In?  j)laced  for  two 
years  under  the  con^mand,  and  at  the  dispo¬ 
sal  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  restrictions  as  to  place  and  o!)- 
ject,  and  who  may  accordingly  employ  them 
where  they  please,  and  upon  such  pnijects  ol' 
compicst,  as  may  suit  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vefument,  while  the  defence  of  this  state 
from  actual  invasion  may,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  left  to  be  borne  by  its  remaining  citizens. 

2(lly.  Hecause  the  mode  of  raising  the 
army  by  compulsoiy  assessment  and  drafts 
will  be  unjust,  unequal,  and  grievously  op¬ 
pressive  in  its  0|)eraiion.  The  poorest  coun¬ 
ties  in  the  state  must  raise  as  many  soldiers 
in  proportion  to  their  ])opulation  as  the  most 
wealthy.  This  bill  is  not  intended  for  an 
occasionjd  draft  or  detachment  of  a  portion 
of  the  militia,  for  some  sudden  and  pressing 
emergency,  according  to  the  hilheiio  recei-j 
ved  fjolicy  of  our  mild  militia  systems,  and 
which  were  never  intended  to  change  essen¬ 
tially  the  free  and  independent  charter  of 
citizens.  The  scheme  of  this  hill,  to  trans¬ 
fer  forcibly,  and  by  military  law,  citizens 
into  soldiers  for  long  national  service,  and 
thereby  breaking  up  probably  for  ever  all 
their  plans  of  business,  and  the  manners  and 
morals,  and  habits  of  domestic  life.  And 
the  new  pl<an  of  raising  an  army  appears  to 
be  as  unnecessary  as  it  is  alarming.  It  is 
hardly  to  l^e  supposed,  that  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  if  it  really  deserves, 
and  retains  the  affection  and  confidence  of 
the  nation,  cannot  raise  by  voluntary  enlist¬ 
ments,  and  on  reasonable  terms,  a  force. ade¬ 
quate  to  all  the  just  purposes  of  national  de¬ 
fence.  ^  Nothing  how’ever  short  of  extreme 
necessity  can  justify  any  government,  and 
especially  the  government  of  a  free  people, 
1i  raising  armies  by  means  so  vexatious,  re¬ 


volting,  and  arbitrary,  as  those  propose^  by 
the  present  bill,  and  which  cannot  but  remind 
us  of  its  analogy,  in  too  many  of  its  details, 
to  the  memorable  code  of  the  French  con¬ 
scription  ;  and  which,  as  it  is  well  ^own 
to  the  world,  produced  the  most  intolerable 
miseries  in  France. 

3dly.  Because  the  !*ill  doth  not  allow  of 
any  exemi*tion  Irom  detachment  for  personal 
service  as  soldiers  in  this  army,  to  persons 
w  ho  may  have  heretofore  borne  military 
rank,  or  avIio  are  still  oHicers  in  the  militia, 
nor  to  aliens  of  any  denomination  or  de¬ 
scription,  nor  to  tlie  professors  and  pupils  in 
our  seats  of  learning,  nor  to  any  of  the  ex¬ 
isting  civil  officers  of  government  of  this 
stale,  how  ever  exalted  in  station,  or  vene¬ 
rable  in  character;  while  all  the  civil  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
are  exempteil  b}’  the  law  of  congress  and 
by  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  The  painful 
consequences  of  such  indiscriminate  requi- 
siiion  may  be  felt  but  cannot  be  described. 
It  follows  that  the  ordinary  duties  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  even  the  administration  of  jus¬ 
tice  may  be  susj^ended,  and  an  odious  and 
degrading  distinctioiiis  created  between  the 
officers  of  the  two  governments,  though  the 
same  official  characters  in  each  are  equally 
important  to  the  public  welfare,  and  ought 
to  he  equally  protected  in  the  exercise  of 
their  functions. 

dlhly.  Because  the  hill  provides  that  the 
governor  shall  ap()oint  by  brevet  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  this  army,  and  who  are  authorised 
u)  act  and  to  hold  their  rank  until  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  appointment  shall  have  made  the  ap- 
•joiiitracnts.  This  is  a  direct  violation  of 
the  23d  article  of  the  constitution  of  this 
state,  which  declares  “  that  all  officers 
other  than  those  who  by  the  constitution 
are  directed  to  be  otherwise  appointed,  shall 
be  ap{>ointed  by  the  council.” — There  is 
the  less  necessity  for  this  breach  in  the  con 
stitiition,  and  for  the  creation  of  such  im¬ 
mense  patronage  and  unwarrantable  power 
in  the  governor,  since  there  is  an  existing 
council  ready  and  competent  to  perform 
their  duty. 

5thly.  Because  by  tlie  bill  if  a  person  has 
property  situated  in  two  or  more  counties, 
the  property  in  the  county  in  w  hich  he  does 
not  leside  is  made  liable,  under  the  name 
of  non-resident  property,  to  assessment  for 
its  proportion  of  the  bounties  in  that  county, 
though  such  owner  is  also  charged  with  his 
proportion  of  the  assessment  of  the  class  in 
which  he  belongs  and  resWles  ^  agreeable 
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to  his  estate,  circumstances  and  abilities.” 
By  this  means  he  becomes  doubly  taxed, 
contrary  to  the  most  obvious  ]>riiici})les  of 
equality  and  justice,  and  the  new  lands  for 
■which  he  becomes  thus  amerced  to  procure 
a  soldier  are  at  the  same  time  wholly 
unproductive  of  revenue,  and  as  little 
liable  to  be  affected  by  any  incursions  of 
the  enemy  as  they  are  by  the  wild  beasts 
which  now  inhabit  them. 

The  question  beinjr  taken  on  the  bill,  it 
passed  notwithstandi.uu;  the  objections,  by 
all  the  members  present,  except  the  Chan¬ 
cellor;  Mr.  JusTicK  Yatks,  IMr.  .IrsTici: 
Van  Ness,  Mr.  Ji  stice  Platt,  absent. 

From  the  National  hitelli^cnccr  qf  Ihursda^ 

last, 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  CMTEl)  STATES. 

A  PllOC  r.AMATION. 

The  two  houses  of  the  National  lA'gislature 
having  by  a  joint  resolution,  expressed  their 
desire,  that  in  the  present  time  of  pnblic  ca¬ 
lamity  and  war,  a  day  may  he  recommended  to 
be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
as  a  day  of  Public  Humiliation  and  Fasting, 
and  of  Prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  these  States,  his  blessing  for 
their  arms  and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace — 

I  have  deemetl  it  proper  by  this  JVoclamation, 
to  recommend  that  Thursday  the  twelfth  of 
.Tanuary  next  be  set  apart  as  a  day  on  w  hich  all 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  voluntarily  offering, 
at  the  same  time,  in  their  respective  religions 
assemblies,  their  humble  adorations  to  the 
Great  .Sovereign  of  the  Universe,  of  confessing 
their  sins  aid  transgressions,  and  of  strengthen¬ 
ing  their  vows  of  repentance  and  amendment. 
They  will  be  invited  by  the  same  solemn  occa¬ 
sion,  to  call  to  mind  the  distinguished  favours 
conferred  on  the  American  people,  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  health  which  has  been  enjoyed  ;  in  the  a- 
bundant  fruits  of  the  season  ;  in  the  progress 
of  the  arts,  instrumental  to  their  comfort ;  their 
prosperity  and  their  security  ;  and  in  the  vic¬ 
tories  which  have  so  powerfully  contributed 
to  the  defence  and  protection  of  our  country  ; 
a  devout  thankfulness  for  all  which  ought  to  be 
mingled  with  their  supplications  to  the  benefi¬ 
cent  parent  of  the  human  race,  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  pardon  all  their  of¬ 
fences  against  Him  ;  to  support  and  animate 
them  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  du¬ 
ties  ;  to  continue  to  them  the  precious  advan¬ 
tages  flowing  from  political  institutions  so  aus¬ 
picious  to  their  safety  against  dangers  from  a- 
broad,  to  their  tranquillity  at  home  to  their  li¬ 
berties,  civil  and  religions  ;  and  that  he  would, 
ill  a  special  manner,  preside  over  the  nation,  in 
its  pnblic  councils  and  constituted  authorities, 
giving  wisdom  to  its  measures  and  success  to  its 
arms,  in  maintaining  its  rights,  and  in  overcom¬ 


ing  all  hostile  designs  and  attempts  against  it  ; 
and  finally,  that  by  inspiring  the  enemy  with 
dispositions  favourable  to  a  just  and  reasonable 
jicace,  its  blessings  may  be  speedily  and  happi¬ 
ly  restored. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  the  sixteenth  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States,  tlie  thirty-eighth. 

JAMES  MADISOxN. 

PIRATES  OF~ BARATAUIA. 

Cnpirs  of'  letters  from  Commodore  Patterson  to 
the  seerdarj^  rf  the  fiai\q,  dated 

New-Orleans.  10th  October,  1H14. 

Sir — I  have  very  great  satisfaction  in  report¬ 
ing  to  you,  that  the  contemplated  expedition 
against  the  pirates,  so  long  and  strongly  esta 
bii.shed  among  tin*  western  islands  and  waters o 
this  state,  of  which  1  had  the  liononr  to  inform 
yon  in  my  letter  of  the  10th  iilt.  lias  termina¬ 
ted  in  the  cajiture  and  destruction  of*  all  their 
vessels  in  port  ;  their  establishments  on  the 
islands  of  Grand  Terre.  Grand  UIc  and  Ulienicre 
C'aminada,  and  the  di*^per^ion  of  the  baud  tin  ni- 
selves.  The  successful  issue  of  this  attack  up¬ 
on  them  will,  1  trust,  prevent  their  ever  col¬ 
lecting  again  in  force  sufficieiit  to  injure  the 
eommcrce  of  this  . state. 

'Phe  force  of  the  pirates  was  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon,  mounted,  of  different  calibres,  and  as  I 
have  learnt  since  my  arrival,  from  eight  hundred 
to  one  thoHsaiid  men,  of  all  nations  and  colours. 

I  have  brought  with  me  to  tliis  city  six  fine 
schooners  and  one  felucca,  cruizers  and  |»ri7.es 
of  the  pirates,  and  one  armed  sclKMiniir  under 
Carthagenian  colours  found  in  company  and 
ready  to  oppose  the  force  under  my  command.' 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a 
detailed  aeeoimt  of  this  expedition,  which,  1 
hope,  will  prove  satisfactory  to  the  department, 
as  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  frow  Lajiltec  the  chief 
of  the  pirates^  to  Captain  Ijockyer,  of  H.  M.  H. 
brig  Sophia,  which  forms  the  conclusion  of  a 
correspondence  entered  into  between  the  En¬ 
glish  commanders  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
the  Floridas,  and  the  piiates,  copies  of  which 
his  excellency  Governor  Clailiorne  informs  me 
he  transmitted  to  the  department  of  state. 
This  correspondence  shews  the  importance  of 
the  expedition  and  important  specit^s  of  force 
we  hav«  prevented  the  enemy’s  receiving  by 
their  proposed  alliance  with  the  pirates,  and 
added  to  our  own. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  with  great  consider¬ 
ation  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Jon  ES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

New-Orleans,  October  10,  Iff  11. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yon  that  1 
departed  from  this  city  on  the  11th  ult.  accom¬ 
panied  by  Colonel  Ross,  with  a  detachment  of 
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seventy  of  the  4Uli  regiment  of  infautry ;  on 
llie  12lh  reaeiietl  the  schooner  Carolina,  atPla- 
«|iiemine  ami  formed  a  junction  with  the  gun 
vessels  at  the  Balize  on  the  IJth  ;  sailed  from 
the  southwest  \idss  on  the  evening  of  the  15th 
and  at  half  past  8  A.  M.  on  the  16th  made  tlie 
Island  of  Grand  Terre,  (Barataria)  and  disco- 

-  •  vered  a  uumber.of  vessels  in  the  harbour,  some 

of  which  shewed  Cartliagenian  colours  ;  at  nine 
perceived  the  pirates  forming  their  vessels,  ten 
in  number,  including  prizes,  into  a  line  of  bat¬ 
tle  near  the  entrance  of  the  harb^uir,  and 
making  every  preparation  to  offer  me  battle  ;  at 
10,  wind  light  and  variable,  formed  the  order | 
of  battle,  with  the  6  gun  vessels,  viz.  Nos.  5, 
23,  15t),  1C2,  163  and  65,  the  Sea  Horse  tender,  | 
mouiUiug  one  6  pounder  and  fffteen  men,  and  a{ 
launch  mounting  oi»e  twelve  pound  carronade  ; 
the  schooner  Carolina  draw  ing  too  looch  water 
to  cross  the  bar;  at  half  past  10,  perceived 
several  smokes  along  the  coast  as  signals,  and  at  ; 
tile  same  time  a  white  flag  hoisted  on  board  aj 
schooner,  at  the  fore,  and  an  American  flag  at 
the  main-mast  head,  and  a  Cartliagenian  flag 
(under  which  the  pirates  cruize)  at  her  top¬ 
ping  lift ;  re[>licd  w  ith  a  wiiite  flag  at  my 
main;  at  11  dis(‘ovcrcd  that  the  pirates  had 
bred  two  of  tl»eir  best  scliooiicrs  ;  hauled  down 
iiiy  w  hite  flag  and  made  the  signal  for  battle  ; 
lioistiiig  witii  it  a  large  white  flag  bearing  these 
words,  •“  pardon  to  deserters,”  having  heard 
thcie  were  a  number  from  the  army  and  navy 
there,  who  wished  to  return  if  assured  of  par- 
<lon,  and  which  the  presidents  proclamation 
offered  till  the  17tli.  At  a  quarter  past  eleven 
gun  vessels.  No.  23  and  156  (the  latter  bearing 
my  pendant)  grounded  and,  and  were  passed 
agreeably  to  my  previous  order,  by  the  other 
four  which  entered  the  harbour  ;  manned  iny 
barge  and  the  l>oats  belonging  to  the  grounded 
vessels,  and  proceeded  in,  when  to  my  great 

-  disapi>oiritmpiit  I  perceived  that  the  pirates 
ahaiuloued  their  vessels,  and  were  living  in 
boats  in  ail  directions.  1  immediately  sent  the 
launch  and  two  gun  barges  witii  small  boats  in 
pursuit  of  them  ;  at  meridian  took  possession  of 
all  tlieir  vessels  in  harbour,  consisting  of  six 
scIiiKiners  and  one  felucca,  cruizers  and  prizes 
of  the  pirates,  one  brig,  a  prize,  and  two  armed 
schooners  under  the  Cartliagenian  flag,  both  in 
the  line  of  battle,  with  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  pirates,  and  apparently  with  an  iiitt^iition  to 
aid  them  in  any  resistance  they  might  make 
against  me,  as  their  crews  were  at  quarters, 
tompious  out  of  their  guns,  and  matches  light¬ 
ed.  Colonel  Ross  at  tiie  same  time  landed,  and 
with  his  command  took  possession  of  their  esta¬ 
blishment  on  the  shore,  consisting  of  about  40 
houses  of  different  sizes,  badly  constructed,  and 
thatched  with  palmeto  leaves. 

When  I  perceived  the  enemy  forming  their 
vessels  into  a  line  of  battle,  1  felt  confident 
from  their  number  and  very  advantageous  posi¬ 
tion  ;  and  their  number  of  men,  that  they 
would  have  fought  me  ;  their  not  doing  so  1  re- 
,£ret ;  for  had  they,  1  should  have  beeu  enabled 


more  effectually  to  destroy  or  make  prisoners 
of  them  and  their  leaders ;  but  it  is  a  subject 
of  great  satisfaction  to  me,  to  have  effected 
the  object  of  my  enterprise,  viz.  capturing  all 
their  vessels  in  port,  and  dispersing  tlie  band 
w  ithout  having  one  of  my  brave  fellows  hurt. 

The  enemy  had  mounted  on  their  vessels  21) 
pieces  of  cannon  of  different  calibre;  and  as  I 
have  learnt  since,  from  800  to  1000  men,  of  all 
nations  and  colours. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  Caro¬ 
lina  at  anchor,  about  live  miles  distant,  made 
signal  of  a  ”  strange  sail  in  sight  to  the  east¬ 
ward  ;”  immediately  after,  she  weighed  anchor, 
and  gave  chase,  the  strange  sail  standing  for 
Grand  Terre,  with  all  sail  ;  at  half  past  8  the 
chase  liaiiled  her  wind  off  shore"" to  escape ;  sent 
acting  Lieutenant  Robert  Speilden  with  four 
boats  manned  ami  armed  to  prevent  her  passing 
the  harbour ;  at  9  A.  M.  the  chase  tired  upon 
the  Carolina,  which  was  returned ;  each  vessel 
continued  firing  daring  the  chase,  when  their 
long  gnus  could  reach  ;  at  10  the  chase  ground¬ 
ed  ontside  the  bar,  at  which  time  the  Carolina 
wais,  from  the  shoaincss  of  the  water,  obliged  to 
haul  her  wind  off’  shore,  and  give  up  the  chase  ; 
opened  a  fire  upon  the  chase  across  the  i>lan(l 
from  the  gun  vessels;  at  half  past  10  she  haul¬ 
ed  down  her  colours  and  was  taken  possession 
of  by  Lieutenant  iSpedden ;  she  proved  to  be 
the  armed  schooner  called  the  General  Bolivar, 
under  the  Cartliagenian  flag ;  by  grounding  she 
broke  Imth  her  rudder  pintles,  and  made  water, 
hove  her  off  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  at  day- 
liglit  on  the  21st  sent  out  a  small  prize  schoon¬ 
er  to  light  her ;  took  from  her  her  armament, 
consisting  of  one  long  brass  18  pounder,  one 
long  brass  6  pounder,  two  12  pound  carrouades, 
small  arms,  &c.  and  21  packages  of  dry  goods, 

I  and  brought  her  into  port;  and  as  1  could  not 
wait  for  the  repairs  necessary  for  her  rudder, 
ordered  her  to  this  jiort  for  adjudication.  1  am 
well  convinced  that  she  is  one  of  the  vessels 
belonging  to,  or  connected  with  the  pirates,  as 
signals  of  recognition  for  her  were  fbuiid  on 
board  one  of  the  pirate’s  cruizers,  and  at  tlie 
time  she  was  discoveit^d,  she  was  standmg  di¬ 
rectly  for  Grand  Terre,  which  she  still  endea¬ 
voured  to  gain,  after  being  chased  by  the  Caro¬ 
lina.  not  know  iiig  of  our  being  in  i>ossessioii  of 
it ;  she  fired  several  shots  at  the  Carolina,  after 
the  latter  had  shewn  her  coloui's. 

I  On  the  allernooii  of  the  23d  got  under  way, 
with  the  whol^*  squadron,  in  all  sevent**en  ves¬ 
sels  ;  (but  during  the  night  one  schooner  under 
Carthagenian  colours  escaped)  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th  entered  the  southwest  pass  of  this 
river,  and  on  the  1st  inst.  arrived  opposite  this 
city  with  ail  my  squadron. 

The  amount  of  the  prizes  and  prize  goods  will 
probably  be  considerable ;  but  at  present  can¬ 
not  be  ascertained. 

Three  of  the  schooners  are  admirably  adapt¬ 
ed  for  the  public  service  on  this  station,  being 
uiicominonly  fleet  sailers  and  light  draught  of 
water,  and  would  be  of  infinite  public  utility. 
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'  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  commen¬ 
dation  of  the  goofi  conduct  of  the  officers,  sea¬ 
men  and  marines  whom  1  have  the  honour  to 
l!omlnand ;  nothing  could  exceed  the  zeal  shown 
all  on  this  occa>ioii. 

Great  credit  >s  due  to  lieutenant  liOiiis  Alexis 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Shields,  purser,  for  gallantly 
leading  in,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy ;  the  for¬ 
mer  in  the  Sea-Horse  tender ;  and  the  latter  in 
the  launch,  when  they  had  every  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  the  enemy  would  open  their  whole  batte¬ 
ry  upon  them,  supported  by  gun  vessel  No.  5, 
astern  of  them,  commanded  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Fer¬ 
ris  i  Air.  Shields  very*  handsomely  voluntefucd 
his  services  on  this  expedition,  and  has  from  his 
being  a  seaman  rendered  me  great  assistance  in 
taking  charge  of  and  bringing  one  of  the  prizes 
to  this  city. 

J.ienunant  Thomas  A.C.  .Tones  particularly 
distinguished  himself  by  boarding  one  of  tin* 
schooners  which  had  been  fiicd,  and  extinguish¬ 
ing  theTu*e  after  it  had  made  great  progress; 
a  quantity  of  powder  being  left  in  her  open  ea- 
bi*'  evidently  designed  to  blow  her  up  ;  he  is 
Also,  with  Lieutenant  Norris,  and  acting  Lieute¬ 
nant  Thomas  S.  Cunningham,  entitled  to  my 
thanks  for  the  severe  duty  performed  by  them 
in  open  beats  for  several  days  and  nights. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Spedden  merits  particular 
notice  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  led 
the  boats  to  cut  off'  the  Genera!  Bolivar,  and 
afterguards  bring  her  into  port. 

1  am  also  greatly  inde!>tcd  to  Lieutenant 
Alexis,  acting  lieutenants  Spedden  and  M‘Kee- 
ver,  sailing  masters  J.  I).  Ferris,  George  L^lriek, 
and  William  Johnson,  for  their  indefatigable 
exertions  in  fitting  the  prizes  for  sea ;  to  acting 
lieutenant  M‘Reever,  also,  for  his  extreme  at¬ 
tention  to  the  duties  devolved  on  him  from  my 
pendant  being  hoisted  on  board  No.  23,  under 
bis  command.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  seize  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  recommending  these  officers  to 
your  particular  notice,  and  to  solicit  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  their  present  rank  for  acting  lieutenants 
Pob*'rt  Spedden,  Isaac  AFKeever,  and  Thomas 
$1»  Cupniiigbaiu. 

It  aiiorils  me  great  satisfaction  to  inform  you 
that  the  most  cordial  co-operation  of  Colonel 
Boss,  and  the  detachment  of  his  regiment,  in 
every  liicasure  adopted  or  duty  performed,  the 
utmost  harmony  existing  between  tlic  two  corps 
during  the  whole  expedition,  himself,  officers, 
and  men,  sharing  in  every  enterprise  or  arduous 
duty  where  their  services  coiijd  Ikj  useful. 

Had  it  been  possible  lor  the  Carolina  to  have 
entered  the  harbour,  or  prudent  to  have  drawn 
her  officers  and  men  from  her,  when  anchored  in 
an  open  roadstead,  and  where  I  bad  every  rea¬ 
son  to  expect  the  appearance  of  enemy’s  cruis¬ 
ers,  I  should  liave  derived  great  aid  from  Cap¬ 
tain  Henley,  his  officers  and  crew,  who  all  ex¬ 
pressed  the  strongest  desire  to  partake  of  our 
toils,  and  any  danger  there  miglit  be  to  encoim- 
.ter.  I  have  no  doubt  the  appearance  of  the 
Carpi ina  in  thp  squ^ron  1^  ^r^at  upon 
t|i0  pirates, 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great- eonside- 
ration  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

DANL.  T.  PATTEUSON. 
The  honourable  JnneSf 

Secretary  of  the  ff'ashington. 

The  following  article  is  from  the  Nation¬ 
al  Intelligencer  of  Monday  last ;  had  it  ap¬ 
peared  in  any  other  paper,  but  the  govern¬ 
ment  Gazette,  it  would  not  have  been  no¬ 
ticed  :  but  coming  from  autliorify,  it  de¬ 
sen  es  serious  attention.  It  apjiears  to  be 
Uie  determination  of  our  nilri*s  to  dissolve 
liie  union  :  tlie  burthens  heaping  on  New- 
Englaiid,  are  to  have  no  end  until  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  is  “depopulated  1” 
But  we  forljear  any  further  remark  ;  the 
thing  of  itself  speaks  hut  too  plain,  and  w  ill 
he  well  underetood  in  New -England; 

Courier* 

From  the  National  Inielligcnccr, 

TJIE  EASTERN  MALCONTENTS. 

This  local  minority  are  setting  themselves 
oil'  for  the  proper  notice  of  the  rest  of  East¬ 
ern  and  American  people.  T'liey  plead  a 
right  to  do  out  of  the  forms  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  whatever  they  can  elfect,  that  is  not 
punishable  by  law.  We  will  suppose,  for  a 
moment,  that  the}^  intend  only,  and  will 
only,  mar  the  national  measures  so  far  as  is 
not  attended  with  formal  jienal  conse- 
(piences.  Lei  than  imtanthj  and  sambly 
feci  this  rale.  Let  the  United  Stales  im[)ose 
a  consumption  duty,  equal  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  values,  upon  the  sale  or  consumption  of 
salt  or  dried  and  pickled  cod-fish,  inackarcl, 
salmon,  Arc.  and  let  them  inslilnie  examina¬ 
tions  into  the  grounds  for  similar  taxation  of 
other  oLyects. . 

In  the  event  of  any  state  or  states  re¬ 
solving  to  treat,  treating  or  making  a  treaty 
agreement  or  contract,  with  any  foreiern 
state,  w’ithonh  the  consent  of  Congress,  let 
them  find  themselves  met  by  laws  (to  lie 
passed  this  winter)  imposing  duties  on  tlie 
sale  or  consum[)tion  of  any  and  all  produce, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  raised  or 
manufactured  in  any  such  state,  equal  to  the 
value  thereof. 

Since  the  eastern  malcontents,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  state  legislatures,  have  com¬ 
menced  measures  which  may  lead  them  into 
the  pubU<5  pfleuce,  of  treating  contrary  (# 
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the  10th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution  of  the  L  Slates  let  us  en¬ 
act  laws  prescribing  penal  ties  lor  otfences 
a«;ain8t  the  afores  .itl  provisions  of  the  con- 
Btitiition.  The  principles,  agents,  accessa¬ 
ries,  before  the  fact,  and  after  the  fact,  and 
all  iiersons  in  any  wise  concerned,  should 
be  duly  noticed  in  person  aiul  estate.  The 
malcontents  do  not  mince  matters.  Let  us 
not  mince  them  either.  The  Massachusetts 
insurrection  of  1780  jiroduced  resolutions 
that  their  senate  was  a  grievance,  and  that 
their  courts  of  common  pleas  (for  small 
debts  between  man  and  ulid)  were  a  griev¬ 
ance.  Thert  is  no  record  of  such  a  public 
protest  ag  dust  public  and  t)rivate  morality, 
law,  and  order,  beside  this,  in  this  country. 
Tiiey  now  stun  us  with  iVaaiiwgtonian  pre¬ 
tensions,  and  profess,  through  their  leaders, 
Eluke  and  utliers  to  change  the  favourite 
constitution  of  VV’ush  iigton.  Let  us  then 
enforce  Ujion  these  in  iconients,  all  the  es- 
t..biished  pen  Kits  of  law,  and  pio\ide 
others  for  future  offences.  Were  they  to 
pluce  themselves,  by  paper  acts,  out  of  the 
uiiioii ;  let  them  iitid,  at  the  moment  of  se- 
par  tion,  dial  laws  have  been  iirovided  to 
subject  them,  by  penalties,  duties,  and  pro¬ 
hibitions,  to  the  loss  of  supplies  from  us,  of 
sales  of  their  property,  protluce,  and  manii- 
hictiires  to  us  ;  of  our  consumption  of  their 
produce  or  manufactures,  of  the  sales  and 
employment  of  their  ships  by  us,  Ac.  Ac. 
Ey  these  means,  tlieir  worthy  and  provident 
manufacturers,  fanners,  merchants,  capital¬ 
ists,  and  others,  would  be  induced  to  lei  ve 
that  country,  and  to  migrate  into  the  states 
west  and  south  of  Connecticut.  They 
would  rapidly  depojiulate  the  malcontent 
states,  deprive  them  of  their  abilities  in 
manufactures,  set  up  here  the  fisheries  witl'i 
as  much  convenience,  and  more  than  Eu¬ 
rope  finds  on  our  coast. 

The  eastern  malcontents  have  brought  on 
their  own  crisis,  and  they  must  sufl'er  or  be 
reclaimed.  We  can  meet  all  the  imposition 
on  the  country  they  injure  and  disgrace,  ami 
we  can  give  them  the  treatment  w  hich  jus¬ 
tice,  honour,  and  patriotism  demvind  at  our 
hands.  The  eastern  malcontents  are  worst* 
than  the  enemy,  for  they  have  excited  tht 
enemy  against  this  country.  They  conti¬ 
nue  to  draw  him  on  us.  Let  them  try  the 
world  without  our  provisions  ;  our  raw  ma¬ 
terials;  our  carrying  trade;  our  markets  for 
their  produce,  manufactures,  ships  and  fisli. 

4'he  whole  soil  of  Massachusetts  proper, 
Connecticut,  and  Rlwde  Island,  is  less  jvro- 


duclive  than  one  fourth  of  the  soil  of  New- 
York.  Our  extensive  country,  lull  ot  na¬ 
tional  advantages,  will  draw  away  trom  Uiat 
limited  region,  its  industrious,  enterprising 
people,  attached  to  equal  rights  in  religion 
and  politics ;  manufacturers,  shiji-builders, 
w’ho  can  have  no  share  in  a  soil  of  a  tew 
millions  of  acres,  sulject  to  long  wintere, 
which  makes  man  and  be^st  eat  up  their 
crops.  I'he  eastern  farming  genius,  or  their 
young  and  enterprising  population,  opera¬ 
ting  u|)on  the  immense  soil  of  the  state* 
south  and  west  of  .Connecticut,  have  field* 
j  of  wealth  before  theiri,  instead  of  the  little 
patches  of  poor  soH ’'which  can  be  bought  or 
hired  by  them  in  the  old  eastern  settlements^ 
The  energy  of  this  country  is  suppressed 
by  keeping  a  million  of  jiersons  uj>on  a  few 
millions  of  acres  in  those  little  states  ;  le^s 
ill  extent  than  a  quarter  part  of  Ncw-\ork, 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Ohio,  Ac. 
on  an  average.  It  is  this  wise  principle  of 
act  ion,  the  movenu  nt  frem  the  old  castem  es- 
lablLshfrmiLs,  tliai  has  given  us  the  energetic 
stales  of  Maine,  Vermont,  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
Ac.  in  a  great  measure.  It  will  go  on.  It 
is  a  duty  to  promote  it  since  the  eastern 
malcontents  try  to  destroy  us.  If  they  risk 
their  lives  and  fortunes  by  a  vain  attempt  at 
sejiaration,  it  will  Le  specially  our  duty  to 
force  these  movements  by  preventing  the 
consumption  of  all  eastern  protluce,  manu¬ 
factures,  fish,  and  the  sale  and  employment 
of  their  slii{»s.  The  virtuous  people  may 
be  facilitated  at  the  same  time,  in  moving 
with  every  description  of  property,  free  of 
duty,  into  the  states  w  liich  shall  not  attempt 
io  violate  the  constitution,  or  lessen  the*  fe¬ 
deral  capacity  or  authority.  These  reflec- 
bons  are  tleenied  necessary  at  this  crisis, 
w  hen  unprincipled  or  thoughtless  men  seem 
hurrying  on  to  civil  commotion.  They  are 
oiTered  in  great  deference  to  the  understand¬ 
ing  of  an  enlightened  community,  and  its 
men  in  authority.  Hosmer. 

Washington,  Nov.  17,  1814. 


HOUSE  OF  REPHESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  October  27.  * 
Mr.  Troup  laid  before  the  house  the  foliow- 
iiig  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  to  the 
niilitary  committee. 

Department  of  War,  Oct.  17. 
Sir — The  great  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  the  other  duties  of  the  department,  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  very  sensibly  felt,  at  so  in¬ 
terest  ins  a  jieriod,  by  a  person  who  had  just 
taken  charge  of  it,  are  my  apolc^y  for  not  an¬ 
swering  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  September 
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.at  an  earlier  (lay,  on  tlie  defects  of  the  present 
military  estabiishiMent. 

Due  consideration  iias  been  bestowed  on  the 
subject  matter  of  that  letter,  ami  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  submit  to  the  co.iiujiltee  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  : 

1.  I’hat  the  present  military  establishment, 
amounting  to  m  ui,.  be  preserved  and 

made  complete,  and  tJiat  the  most  efficient 
means  authorized  by  the  constitution  and  cou- 
,  sistent  with  the  general  rights  of  our  fellow 
citizens  be  adopted,  to  fdl  the  ranks,  and  vviih 
the  least  j)ossihte  dtday.  | 

^1,  'J"hat  a  permanent  force  consisting  of  at 
least  40,000  men,  in  additimi  to  the  present 
military  establisinnenl  be  raised  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  our  cities  and  frontiers,  under  an  en- 
,gagciuent  by  the  executive  with  siicli  corps 
that  it  slial!  be  employed  in  that  service  within 
certain  specified  limits,  and  that  a  pro’K>rtional 
augmentation  of  gen«3ral  offi(;ers  of  eacli  grade 
•aiivl  otlier  staff  be  provided  for. 

.  3.  I'hat  the  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 

4.  That  the  ordnance  department  be  amend¬ 
ed. 

llespecting  the  enlargement  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  1  shall  submit  hereafter  a  mare  de¬ 
tailed  communication. 

For  the  proj>ospd  amendment  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  1  submit  a  re|)ort  of  the  senior  officer  of 
.  that  department  in  this  city,  which  is  approv¬ 
ed. 

I  shall  be  ready  and  happy  to  communicate 
.  such  further  remarks  and  details  on  these  sub¬ 
jects  as  tlie  committee  may  desire,  and  shall  re¬ 
quest  pci'iiiission  to  suggest  tlm  njsult  of  liirther 
attention  to,  and  reflection  on,  our  military  es¬ 
tablishments  generally,  should  any  thing  occur  | 
-which  may  he  deemed  worthy  its  attention. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c„ 

JAMES  MOxXUOE. 
iron.  G.  M.  I’roiip,  Chainnan 

Military  ('oimnittee,  liouse 
of  Kt  presentatives. 

l^xplanatory  nhsn'vallons,  accompanyrng  the  let- 
ter  from  the  sctrclarj/  nf  war  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  military  cmitmitUe  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

lu  providing  a  force  necessary  to  bring  this 
war  to  a  happy  teruiiiiii-tion,  the  nature  of  the 
crisis  in  which  wo  are  involved,  and  the  extent 
«»f  its  dangers,  claim  particular  attention.  If 
tlie  means  are  not  fully  adequate  to  the  end, 
discomfiture  must  inevitably  ensue. 

It  may  be  fairly  presumed,  that  it  is  tlie  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  British  government,  by  striking  at 
the  principal  sources  of  our  prosperity  to  -  di¬ 
minish  the  importance,  if  not  to  destroy  the  jh)- 
litical  existence  of  the  United  States.  If  any 
doubt  remained  on  this  subject,  it  has  been 
•completely  removed  by  the  despatches  Irom  ouf 
ministers  at  Ghent  which  were  lately  laid  be¬ 
fore  congress. 

A  nation  contending  for  its  existence  against 
an  enemv  powerful  by  land  and  sea,  favoured 
•ill  a  peculiar  manner  by  extraordinary  events, 
.must  make  great  exerlious,  and  suffer  great 


Forced  to  Goutend  again  for  our 
i  liberties  and  independence,  we  are  called 
on  for  a  display  of  all  the  patriotism,  which 
distinguished  our  follow  citizens  -  in  the  first 
great  struggle.  It  may  be  fairly  concluded, 
that  if  the  United  States  sacrifice  any  right,  or 
make  any  dishonourable  conoession  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  British  goveruineut,  the  spirit  of 
the  nation  will  be  broken,  ami  the  foundations  of 
th.dr  union  and  independence  shaken.  The 
United  States  must  relinquish  no  right  or  pe- 
I  isii  in  the  struggle.  There  is  no  interuiediate 
ground  to  rest  on.  A  concession  on  one  point, 
leads  directly  to  the  surrender  of  every  other. 
The  result  of  the  contest  cannot  be  doubtful. 
The  highest  confidence  is  entertained  that  the 
Ktrongor  the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the  dan- 
g(u*,  the  more  firiii  and  vigorous  will  be  the  re¬ 
sistance,  and  the  more  successful  and  glorious 
the  result. 

It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy  to 
lay  waste  and  destroy  our  cities  and  villages, 
ami  to  desolate  our  coast,  of  which  examples 
have  already  been  afforded.  It  is  evidently  his 
iuteiition  to  press  the  war  along  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  our  seaboard,  in  the  hope  of  exhausting 
equally  the  spirits  of  the  people,  and  the  na¬ 
tional  resources.  1  here  is  also  reason  to  pre¬ 
sume,  that  it  is  the  intention  to  press  the  war 
i'ioiri  Canada  on  the  adjoining  states,  while  at¬ 
tempts  are  made  on  the  city  of  Xew-York.and 
other  important  points,  w  ith  a  vie>v  to  the  vain 
project  of  dismemberment  oi*  subjugation.  It 
may  be  inlerred  likewise  to  be  a  part  of  the 
scheme  to  continue  to  invade  this  part  of  the 
union,  while  a  se|»artc  I’orce  attacks  the  state 
of  Louisiiuia,  in  tlie  hope  of  taking  possession 
of  the  city  of  Xew-Oricaiis,  and  of  the  moiilli 
of  the  Mississippi,  that  great  inlet  and  key  to 
the  commerce  of  all  that  portion  of  tiie  United 
States  lying  westward  of  tlie  Allegany  moiiu- 
tains.  The  peace  in  Europe  having  given  to 
the  enemy  a  large  disposable  force,  has  csseu- 
tially  favonrtid  these  objects. 

The  advantage  which  a  great  naval  superiori¬ 
ty  gives  to  the  enemy,  by  enabling  him  to 
move  troops  from  one  quarter  to  anotlicr,  from 
Maine  to  the  Mississippi,  a  ct>ast  of  two  thoii- 
saiid  miles  extent,  is  very  considerable.  Even 
a  small  force  moved  in  this  manner,  for  the 
purposes  avowed  by  the  British  commanders, 
cannot  fail  to  be  sensibly  felt,  more  especially 
by  tliose  who  arc  most  exposed  to  it.  It  is  ob¬ 
vious,  if  the  militia  are  to  be  relied  on,  princi¬ 
pally  for  the  defence  of  our  cities  and  coasts 
against  their  predatory  and  desolating  incur¬ 
sions,  wherever  they  may  be  made,  that  by  in¬ 
terfering  with  their  ordinary  pursuits  of  indus¬ 
try,  it  must  be  attended  with  serious  interrup¬ 
tion  aud  loss  to  them,  and  injury  to  the  public, 
while  it  greatly  increases  the  exfiense.  It  is  an 
object,  therefore,  of  tlie  highest  importance,  to 
provide  a  regular  force,  with  the  means  ot 
transporting  it  from  one  quarter  to  another 
along  onr  coast,  thereby  Ibllowing  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy  with  the  greatest  possible 
rapidity,  aud  repelling  the  attack  wherever  it 
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be  made.  These  remarks  are  equally  true  i  after  the  classification,  and  replace  tliem  in  the 


as  to  the  militia  service  generally  under  tlie 
present  organization  of  the  militia,  and  the 
short  terms  of  service  prescribed  by  law.  It 
may  be  stated  with  contidence,  that  at  least 
three  times  the  force  in  militia  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  our  principal  cities  along  the  coast, 
and  on  the  frontier,  in  marching  to  and  return¬ 
ing  thence,  that  would  have  been  necessary  in 
regular  troops  ;  and  that  the  expense  attending 
it  has  been  more  than  p report iouably  augment¬ 
ed,  from  the  dilheulty  if  not  the  impossibility 
of  preserving  the  same  degree  of  system  in  the 
militia  as  in  the  regular  service. 

But  it  will  not  be  able  to  repel  these  preda¬ 
tory  and  desolating  incursions.  To  brings th§ 
war  to  an  honourable  termination,  we  must  net 
be  content  with  defending  ourselves.  Ditlerent 
feelings  must  be  touched  and  apprehensions  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  British  government.  By  pushing  | 
the  war  into  Canada,  we  secure  the  friendship 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  command  their  ser* 
vices,  otherwise  to  be  turned  by  the  enemy 
against  us ;  we  relieve  the  coast  from  the  deso¬ 
lation  which  is  intended  for  it,  and  we  keep  in 
our  hands  a  safe  pledge  for  an  honourable  peace. 

It  follows,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that 
it  will  be  necessary  to  bring  into  the  held,  next 
campaign,  not  less  than  100,000  regular  troops, 
yuch  a  force,  aided  in  extraordinary  emergen¬ 
cies  by  volunteers  and  militia,  will  place  us 
above  all  inquietude  as  to  the  tinal  result  of  this 
contest,  it  will  tix,  on  a  solid  and  imperishable 
foundation  our  union  and  independewe ;  on 
which  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  so  essentially  depend.  It  will  secure 
to  the  United  States  an  early  and  advantageous 
peace.  It  will  arrest  in  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  war,  the  desolation  of  our  cities  aud  our 
coast,  by  enabling  us  to  retort  on  the  enemy 
those  calamities  which  our  citizens  have  been 
already  doomed  to  suffer;  a  resort  which  self- 
defence  alone,  and  a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights 
and  honour  of  the  nation,  could  ihduce  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  to  adopt. 

The  return  of  the  regular  force  now  in  ser¬ 
vice  laid  before  you,  will  show  how  many  men 
will  be  necessary  to  till  the  present  corps  ;  and 
the  return  of  the  numerical  force  of  the  present 
military  establishment,  will  show  how  many  are 
required  to  complete  it  to  the  number  proposed. 
The  next  and  most  important  inquiry  is,  how 
shall  these  men  be  raised  ?  Under  existing 
circumstances,  it  is  evident  that  ‘the  most 
prompt  and  efficient  mode  that  can  be  devised, 
consistent  with  the  equal  right  of  every  citizen, 
ought  to  be  adopted.  The  following  plans  are 
respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee.  Being  distinct  in  their  nature, 
I  will  present  each  separately,  with  the  consi¬ 
derations  applicable  to  it : 

FIRST  PLAN. 

Let  the  free  male  population  of  the  L'nited 
States,  beiween  18  and  45  years,  be  formed  into 
classes  of  100  men  each,  and  let  each  class  fur- 
pish  men  for  the  war,  within  30  days 


event  ol  casualty. 

The  classification  to  be  formed  with  a  view 
to  the  equal  distribution  of  property  among  the 
several  classes. 

If  any  class  fail  to  provide  the  men  required 
of  it  within  the  time  specified,  they  shall  be 
raised  by  draft  on  the  whole  class  ;  any  per¬ 
son  thus  drafted  being  allowed  to  furnish  a  sub¬ 
stitute.. 

The  present  bounty  in  land  to  be  allowed  to 
each  recniit,  aud  the  present  bounty  in  money, 
which  is  paid  to  each  recruit  by  the  U.  States, 
to  be  paid  to  each  draft  by  the  inhabitants  with¬ 
in  the  precinct  of  the  class,  within  which  the 
draft  may  be  made,  equally  according  to  the 
value  of  the  property  whUdi  they  may  respect¬ 
ively  possess  ;  and  if  such  bounty  be  not  paid 
w  ithin  days,  the  same  to  be  levied  on  all 

the  taxable  property  of  the  said  inhabitants. 
And  in  like  manner,  the  bounty  whatever  it  may 
be,  which  shall  be  employed  in  raising  a  recruit, 
to  avoid  a  draft,  to  be  assessed  ou  the  taxable 
propel  ty  of  the  whole  precinct. 

The  recruits  to  he  delivered  over  to  the  re¬ 
cruiting  officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched 
to  such  places  of  general  rendezvous  as  may  be 
designated  by  the  department  of  war. 

■  That  this  plan  will  be  efficient,  cannot  be 
doubted.  It  is  evident,  that  the  men  contem- 
p fated  may  soon  be  raised  by  it.  Three  modes 
occur,  by  which  it  may  be  carried  into  effect. 
1st.  By  placing  the  execution  of  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  county  courts  throughout  the  U.  States. 
2d.  By  relying  on  the  militia  officers  in  each 
county.  3d.  By  appointing  particular  persons 
ill  each  county  for  that  purpose.  It  i.s  believ¬ 
ed  tjiat  either  of  these  modes  would  Ije  fount! 
adequate. 

Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  well  founded 
objection  to  the  right  in  congress  to  adopt  this 
plan,  or  to  its  equality  in  its  application  to  onr 
lellovv  citizens  individually.  Congress  have  a 
right  by  the  constitution,  to  raise  regular  ar¬ 
mies,  and  no  restraint  is  imposed  in  tlie  exercise 
of  it,  except  in  the  provisions  which  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  guard  generally  against  tlie  abuse  of  pow¬ 
er,  with  none  of  which  this  plan  interferes.  It 
is  proposed,  that  it  shall  operate  on  all  alike, 
that  none  shall  be  exempted  from  it,  except  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  aud  the 
governors  of  the  several  states. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  congress 
could  not  carry  this  power  into  effect,  otherwise 
than  by  accepting  the  voluntary  service  of  indi¬ 
viduals.  It  might  happen  that  an  army  could 
not  be  raised  in  that  mode,  whence  the  power 
would  have  been  granted  in  vain.  The  safety 
of  the  state  might  depend  on  such  an  army. 
Long  continued  iiivasious  conducted  by  regular 
well  disciplined  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by 
troops  kept  constantly  in  the  field,  and  equally 
well  disciplined.  Courage  in  an  army  is  in  a 
great  measure  mechanical.  A  small  body  well 
trained,  accustomed  to  action,  gallantly  led  on, 
often  breaks  three  or  four  times  the  number  of 
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more  respectable  and  more  brave,  but  raw  aini 
undisciplined  troops.  The  sense  of  danger  is 
diminished  by  frequent  exposure  to  it  without 
harm  ;  and  confidence,  even  in  the  timid,  is  in¬ 
spired  by  a  knowledge  of  all  these  circumstances, 
and  with  the  intention  that  it  should  take  efllect. 
The  framers  of  the  constitution,  and  the  states 
who  ratified  it,  knew  the  advantage  which  an 
enemy  might  have  over  us  by  regular  forces, 
and  intended  to  place  their  country  on  an  equal 
footing. 

The  idea  that  the  United  States  cannot  raise 
a  regular  army  in  any  other'  mode  than  by  ac¬ 
cepting  the  voluntary  service  of  individuals,  is 
believed  to  be  repugnant  to  the  uniform  con¬ 
struction  of  all  grants  of  power,  and  eip  ally  so 
to  the  first  principles  and  leading  objects  of  the 
federal  compact.  An  unqualified  grant  of  pow¬ 
er  gives  the  means  necessary  to  carry  it  into  ef¬ 
fect.  This  is  a  universal  maxim  which  adinitx 
of  no  exception.  Equally  true  is  it  that  the 
conservation  of  the  state  is  a  duty  paramount 
to  all  others.  The  commonwealth  has  a  right 
to  the  service  of  all  its  citizens,  or  rather,  the 
citizens  composing  the  conmionivcaltli  have  a 
right  collectively  and  individually  to  the  service 
of  each  other,  to  repel  any  danger  which  may 
be  menaced.  The  manner  in  which  tire  service 
is  to  be  apportioned  among  the  citizens,  and 
rendered  by  tliem,  arc  objects  of  legislation. 
All  that  is  to  be  dreaded  in  such  case,  is  the 
abuse  of  power,  and  happily  our  constitution  has 
provided  ample  security  against  tliat  evil. 

In  support  of  this  right  in  congress,  the  mili¬ 
tia  service  affords  a  conclusive  proof  and  strik¬ 
ing  example.  The  organization  of  the  militia 
is  an  art  of  public  authority,  not  a  voluntary 
association.  The  service  required  must  be  per¬ 
formed  by  all,  under  penalties  which  delinquents 
pay.  The  generous  and  patriotic  perform  them 
cheerfully.  In  the  alacrity  with  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  has  been  obeyed,  and  the  cheerful¬ 
ness  with  wdiich  the  service  has  been  performed 
throughout  the  United  Htates  by  (he  great  body 
of  the  militia,  there  is  abundant  cause  to  rejoice 
in  the  strength  of  our  republican  institutions, 
and  in  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

The  plan  proposed  is  not  more  compulsive 
than  the  militia  service  which  calls  from  home 
for  long  terms  whole  districts  of  country.  None 
can  elude  the  ca^.  Few  can  avoid  the  service, 
and  those  who  do,  are  compelled  to  pay  great 
gums  for  substitutes.  This  plan  fixes  on  no  one 
personally,  and  opens  to  all  who  choose  it  a 
chance  of  declining  the  service.  It  is  a  princi¬ 
pal  object  of  this  plan  to  engage  in  the  defence 
of  the  state  the  unmarried  and  youthful,  who  can 
best  defend  it  and  best  be  spared,  and  to  secure 
to  those  who  render  this  important  service,  an 
adequate  compensation  from  the  voluntary  con¬ 
tribution  of  the  more  wealthy  in  every  class. 
Great  confidence  is  entertained  that  such  con¬ 
tribution  will  be  made  in  time  to  avoid  a  draft. 
Indeed  it  is  believed  to  be  the  necessary  and 
inevitable  tendency  of  this  plan  to  produce  that 
effect. 

The  limited  power  which  the  United  States 


have  in  organizing  the  militia  may  be  urged, as 
an  argument  against  their  right  to  raise  regular 
troops  in  the  mode  proposed.  If  any  argmiumt 
coukl  be  drawn  from  that  circumstance,  1  should 
suppose  that  it  would  be  in  favour  of  an  op|io- 
site  conclusion.  The  power  of  the  U.  States 
over  the  militia  has  been  limited,  and  that  for 
raising  regular  armie.s  granted  without  limita¬ 
tion.  Th4*re  waw,  doubtless,  some  object  in  tins 
arrangement.  'I'he  fair  inference  se»*ms  to  be, 
that  it  was  made  on  great  consideration;  thnt 
till*  limitation  on  the  first  iasiaiice  was  inten¬ 
tional,  the  consequence  of  the  unqualified  grant 
of  the  second. 

But  it  is  said,  that  by  drawing  the  men  from 
the  militia  service  in  the  regular  army,  and  put¬ 
ting  them  under  regular  otficers,  you  violate  a 
principle  of  the  eoiistitutiou.  wliich  provides 
that  the  militia  shall  be  commanded  by  their 
own  officers.  If  this  was  the  fact  the  tonelusiou 
would  follow.  But  it  i®  not  the  fact.  'Flie  men 
arc  not  drawn  from  the  militia,  but  from  the 
population  of  the 'country:  when  they  enlist 
•voluntarily,  it  is  not  as  militia  men  that  they 
act,  but  as  citizens.  If  they  art'  drafted  it  must 
be  ill  the  same  sense.  In  both  instances  they 
are  enrolled  in  the  militia  corps,  but  that,  as  is 
presumed,  cannot  prevent  the  voluntary  act  in 
one  instance,  or  the  compulsive  in  liie  other. — 
Tlie  whole' population  of  the  United  States, 
within  certain  ages,  belong  to  these  corps.  If 
the  United  ’States  could  not  form  regular  armies 
from  them  they  eon  Id  raise  none. 

Ill  proposing  a  draft  as  one  of  the  inodes  of 
raising  men  In  case  of  actual  necessity,  in  the 
present  great  emergency  of  the  country,  I  ha%'e 
thought  it  my  duty  to  examine  such  objections 
to  it  as  occurred,  particularly  those  of  a  consti¬ 
tutional  nattire.  It  is  from  my  sacred  regard 
for  the  principles  of  our  constitution,  that  I  have 
ventured  to  trouble  the  co,iimittce  with  any 
remarks  on  this  pait  of  the  subject. 

Should  it  appear  that  this  mode  of  raising  re¬ 
cruits  was  Justly  objectionable  on  account  of  the 
tax  on  property,  from  difficulties  which  may  be 
apprehended  in  the  execution,  or  from  other 
causes,  it  may  be  advisable  to  decline  the  tax, 
and  for  tlie  govermnent  to  pay  the  whole 
bounty. 

In  this  case  it  is  proposed,  that,  in  lieu  of  the 
present  bounty,  the  sum  of  $50  be  allowed  to 
each  recruit  or  draft  at  the  time  of  his  engage¬ 
ment,  and  100  acres  of  land  in  addition  to  the 
present  bounty  in  land,  for  every  year  that  the 
war  may  continue. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  with  mathematical 
accuracy  the  number  which  will  he  raised  by 
the  ratio  of  4  to  100, -or  1  to  25,  nor  is  it  neces¬ 
sary.  It  is  probable  tliat  it  will  be  rather  more 
than  sufficient  to  fill  the  present  corps.  The 
extra  number  in  that  case,  may  form  a  part  of 
the  local  force  in  contemplation,  a  power  to 
that  effect  being  given  to  the  President. 

No  radical  change  in  the  present  military 
establishment  is  proposed.  Should  any  rntnlifi- 
I  cation  be  found  necessary,  on  further  considera- 
I  tien,  it  will  form  the  subject  of  ^  separate  com- 
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inuiiicatioa.  It  is  thought  advisable  io  general  | 
to  preserve  the  corps  in  their  present  form,  and  | 
to  fill  them  with  new  recruits  in  the  manner  j 
stated.  All  these  corps  have  already  seen  ser-. 
vice,  and  nnuiy  of  them  acquired  in  active 
scenes  much  experience  and  usetui  knowledge. 
By  preserving  them  in  their  present  form  and 
under  their  present  oflficers,  and  filling  them 
with  new  recniits,  Uie’ improvement  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  will  be  rapid.  In  two  or  three  months  it 
will  difikult  to  distinguish  between  tlie  new 
and  old  levies. 

The  additional  force  to  be  provided  amounts  to 
40,0i)0  men.  Of  tliis  it  Ls  proposed  that  local  corps 
be  rai.**ed,  to  cou«>ist  partly  of  infantry,  partly  of 
mounted  men,  and  partly  of  artillery.  Tliere  is 
reason  to  believe  that  such  corps  may  be  raised  in 
the  principal  cities,  and  even  on  the  frontier,  to 
sci’ve  for  the  war,  under  an  ciigaj^enient  as  to  the 
limit  beyond  which  they  should  not  be  carried. 
Every  able-bodied  citizen  is  willing  and  ready  to 
fight  for  his  home,  his  family  and  country  when 
invaded.  Of  this  we  have  seen,  in  tlie  present 
year,  the  most  lionourable  and  gratifying  proofs. 
It  does  not  suit  all,  however,  to  go  great  distances 
from  home.  This  generous  and  patriotic  spirit 
may  be  taken  advantage  of  under  proper  arrange¬ 
ments,  with  the  happiest  effects  to  the  country,  and 
without  essential  inconvenience  to  the  parties. 

The  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  command 
these  corps,  should  be  charged  with  recruiting 
them.  Local  defence  being  their  sole  object,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  the  corps  will  be  soon  raised. 
Patriotism  alone  will  furuLsh  u  very  powerful  mo¬ 
tive.  It  seems  reasonable,  however,  that  some  re¬ 
compense  should  be  made  to  those  who  relieve 
others  from  the  burthen  ;  one  hundred,  acres  of 
land  and  fifty  dollars  to  each  recruit  will,  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed,  be  deemed  sufficient. 

It  is  proposed  that  this  additional  force  shall 
form  a  part  of  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted. 

.SECOND  PLAiV. 

This  plan  consi*ts  of  a  classification  of  the  militia, 
and  the  exten.‘;ion  of  their  terms  of  sen’ice. 

I  Let  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  be 
divideil  into  the  following  classes,  viz  : 

All  free  male  persons  capable  of  service,  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  into  one  class ;  all  those 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  32  into  another  class, 
and  those  between  32  and  45  into  a  third  class, 
i  It  I#  proposed,  also,  that  the  President  shall 
I  have  power  to  call  into  the  service  any  portion  of 

either  of  these  classes  w-hich  in  his  Judgment  the 
Migencies  of  the  country  may  require,  to  remain 
in  service  two  years  from  the  time  each  corps  shall 
be  assembled  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 
I  It  is  believed  that  a  shorter  terni  than  two 
I  years  would  not  give  to  these  corps  the  ctIicio#>- 
cy  in  mijitary  operations  that  it  is  desired,  and 
I  deemed  indispensable,  nor  avoid  the  evils  that 
are  so  sensibly  felt,  and  generally  complained 
of,  under  the  present  arrangement.  It  requires 
two  campaigns  to  make  a  complete  soldier,  es¬ 
pecially  where  the  corps,  officers  ami  men  are 
alike  raw  and  inexperienced.  In  the  interim, 
the  numbers  must  be  multiplied  to  supply  the 
defect  of  discipline.  And  it  requires  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  term  of  service,  to  avoid  the  ad¬ 
ditional  proportional  augmenUtlon  of  having  so 


many  in  the  field  at  the  sanao  time,  in  march- 
ing;to  the  frontier  and  returning  from  it.  The 
inconvenience  to  the  parties,  and  loss  to  the 
comirnnity  in  other  respects,  need  not  be  re¬ 
peated.  ft  is  proper  to  add  only  that  if  sub¬ 
stitutes  are  allowed  in  the  service  it  must  put 
an  end  to  the  recruiting  of  men  for  the  regular 
army,  especially  the  old  corps.  Of  the  justice 
of  tins  remark  what  has  occurred  in  the  present 
year  has  furnished  lull  proof.  It  follows  that  il 
this  plan  is  adopted,  the  militia  must  l>e  relied 
on  principally,  if  not  altogether  in  tliC  further 
prosecution  of  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  local  service,  amount¬ 
ing  to  forty  thousand  men,  will  likewise  form  a 
part,  as  already  observed,  of  this  plan. 

THIRD  FLAN. 

It  is  proposed  to  exempt  every  five  men  from 
niflitia  service,  who  shall  6»d  one  to  serve  for 
the  war.  it  is  probable  that  some  recruits 
might  he  raised  io  this  iiio<ie,  in  most  or  all  the 
other  states.  But  it  is  apprehended  that  it 
wouhl  prevent  recruiting  in  every  other  mode, 
by  the  iiigli  bounty  which  some  of  tlie  wealthy 
miglit  give.  The  consequence  would  probably 
he  very  injurious;  as  it  is  not  believed  that  any 
great  number  could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 

FOURTH  FLAN. 

Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be  found  ob¬ 
jectionable,  it  remains  that  the  present  system 
of  recruiting  be  adhered  to,  with  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  bounty  land.  Should  this  be  pre¬ 
ferred,  it  is  advised  that  in  addition  to  the  160 
acres  of  land  now  given,  liK)  be  allowed  annual¬ 
ly  for  every  year  while  the  war  lasts. 

These  plans  are  thought  more  deserving  the 
attention  of  the  committee  than  any  that  liave 
occurred.  The  first,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is 
preferred.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  found 
more  efficient  against  the  enemy,  less  expensive 
to  the  public,  and  less  hurdeusouie  on  our  fellow 
citizens. 

It  has  likewise  the  venerable  sanction  of  onr 
revolution.  In  that  great  struggle  resort  was 
had  to  this  expedient  for  tilling  the  ranks  of  our 
regular  array,  and  with  decisive  effect. 

It  is  not  intended  by  these  reinaiks,  should 
the  first  plan  be  adopted,  to  dispense  altogether 
with  the  service  of  the  militia.  Although  the 
principal  burden  of  the  war  may  thereby  he  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  militia,  reliance  must  still  he 
placed  on  them  for  important  aids,  especially 
in  cases  of  sudden  invasion.  From  this  pur¬ 
pose  it  will  he  advisable  that  the  men  be  class¬ 
ed  according  to  age,  and  that  the  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  be  prolonged.  Even  should  this  plan  be 
attended  with  all  the  advantages  expected  of  it, 
such  an  arrau^ment  could  not  fail  to  produce 
the  happiest  effect.  The  proof  which  it  would 
afford  of  the  impr^nahle  strength  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  of  the  patient  virtue  and  invincible  spirit 
of  the  people,  would  admonish  the  enemy,  ho?f 
vain  ami  fmitless  his  invasions  must  he,  and 
might  dispose  him  to  a  speedy,  just  and  honour¬ 
able  peace.  Qf  the  very  important  services 
already  rendered  by  the  militia,  even  under  the 
present  organization,  too  much  cannot  Iv' 
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If  the  United  States  make  the  exertion 
whith  is  proposed,  it  is  probable  that  the  C(m» 
test  w  ill  soon  be  put  to  an  end.  It  cannot  be  i 
doubted  that  it  is  in  their  power  to  .expel  the 
British  Ibices  from  this  continent,  should  the  | 
British  government,  by  persevering  in  its  unjust 
demands,  make  that  an  object  with  the  American 
people.  Against  us  when  we  are  united,  and  our 
vigorous  etforts,  the  resistance  of  the  enemy 
will  soon  become  light  and  feeble.  Success  iii 
every  fair  and  honourable  elaim,  is  within  our 
easy  grasp.  And  surely  the  United  Stiites  have 
every  t»ossibIe  inducement  to  make  the  effort 
necessary  to  secure  it.  I  should  insult  the  un¬ 
derstanding  and  wound  the  feelings  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  if  I  touched  on  the  calamities  inciilent 
to  defeat.  Dangers  wliirh  are  remote  and  can 
never  be  realized,  excite  no  alarm  with  a  gal¬ 
lant  aud  generous  people.  But  the  advantages 
of  success  have  a  fair  claim  .to  their  deliberate 
consideration.  The  effort  we  have  already 
made  has  attracted  the  attention  and  extorted 
the  praise  of  othernations.  Already  have  most 
of  the  absurd  theories  aud  idle  speculations  on 
our  system  of  government  been  refuted,  aud  put 
down.  VVe  are  now  felt  and  respected  as  a  |)ow* 
cr,  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the  enemy  enter¬ 
tain  of  our  resources  and  growing  im[>ortance. 
that  has  induced  him  to  press  the  waragaiust  us 
after  its  professed  objec'ts  had  ceased.  Success, 
by  discomfiture  of  his  schemes,  and  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  an  honourable  peace,  will  place  the  U. 
States  on  higher  ground,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  than  they  have  held  at  any  former  peri¬ 
od.  In  future  wars,  their  commerce  will  he 
permitted  to  take  its  lawful  range  unmolested. 
Their  remonstrances  to  foreign  governments  will  ■' 
not  again  be  put  aside,  unheeded.  Few  will  be  i 
presented,  because  there  will  seldom  he  occa-  j 
sion  for  them.  Our  union,  tbuuded  on  internal 
affection,  will  have  acquired  new  strength  by 
the  proof  it  will  have  aflorded,  of  the  important 
advantages  attending  it.  Respcrcted  abroad  and 
happy  at  home,  the  United  States  will  have  ac¬ 
complished  the  great  ofiject  for  which  they  have 
so  long  contended.  As  a  nation  that  will  have 
little  to  dread,  as  a  people,  little  to  desire.” 


IX  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

November  21,  1814. 

.  The  following  resolution  was  presented  by 
bis  honour  the  mayor,  aud  unanimously  agreed 

to. 

In  testimony  of  llie  high  sense  which  the 
common  council  entertain  of  the  important  ser- 
rices  rendered  to  the  United  Jjitates,  and  of  the 
lustre  reflected  upon  the  Ainerkau  character 
by  the  successful  operations  of  a  small  army 
under  the  command  of  General  Macomb,  acting 
in  concert  with  a  body  of  gallant  militia,  hasti¬ 
ly  assembled  from  this  state  and  Vermont, 
against  a  powerful  army  commanded  by  the  go¬ 
vernor  general  of  Canada  in  person,  whereby 
the  enemy  w’as  eomi>€lled  to  retreat  into  his 
own  territory  and  our  important  uortliern  fron¬ 


tier  was  protected  from  his  devastations.  There¬ 
fore, 

Resolved^  That  the  frewlora  of  this  city,  in  a 
gold  box,  be  presented  to  General  Macomb,  and 
that  be  be  requested  to  sit'for  his  (lortrait,  to  be 
put  up  in  the  gallery  of  portraits  belonging  to 
this  city ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  common 
council  l>e  presented  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  * 
of  the  regular  troops  and  militia  who  acted  so 
worthily  at  that  important  crisis. 

Copy  qf'a  letter  from  his  honour  tfu;  mqynr,  to 
General  Jirown,  enclosing  the  resnlutioeu.tj' 
the  common  council,  voting  the  freedom  of  the 
presented  to  him  in  a  gold  box,  for 
his  gallant  conduct  on  the  Niagara  frontier, 
dated. 

New- York,  0<*,t.  14.  1814. 

Sir — In  communicating  to  voii  the  imauimous 
vote  of  the  common  council  of  this  city,  l  esjMjct- 
iiig  yourself,  and  the  gallant  army  under  your 
command,  1  am  at  a  loss  for  adequate  language 
to  express  the  sentiments  of  satisfaction,  which 
1  experience  on  this  o<*ca.'>ion. 

Without  inteiuling  to  express  any  opinion  on 
antecedent  events,  I  can,  with  confidence,  as¬ 
sert  that  the  exploits  of  the  army  under  your 
command  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  have  exalted 
our  military  'character,  have  inspired  public 
confidence,  and  have  exhibited  skill,  intrepidi¬ 
ty  and  enter  prize,  whieh  would  reflect  honour 
on  the  soldiers  of  any  country. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  be  assur«.*d  of  niy  undevia- 
tiiig  regard,  and  of  the  high  resj>cct  with  which 
1  am,  ^c. 

DEWriT  CLINTON. 

General  Brown, 

Copy  of  General  Brown's  Jnswer. 

IIKAD-OUAIITEBS, 

Sackett’s  Harbovr,  Nov.  9,  1814. 

Sir — 1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th 
ultimo,  enclosing  the  resolution  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  city  of  New-York  of  the  10th.  ap¬ 
proving  my  conduct  and  that  of  the  gallant 
army  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  command  on 
the  Niagara  frontier.  The  approbation  of  my 
country  is  the  highest  reward  I  covet.  The 
praise  so  justly  bestowed  upon  my  brave  troops 
is  in  the  highest  degree  grateful  to  my  feelings. 
U  is  to  them  that  1  am  indebted  for  the  distin- 
jguished  mark  of  honour  conforred  upon  me,  the 
value  of  whieh  is  not  a  little  increiised  by  the 
prompt  and  decisive  style  in  which  it  was 
awarded,  and  the  very  flattering  terms  in  which 
you  have  been  pleased  lo  lay  the  subject  before 
me. 

Have  the  goodness,  sir,  to  express  to  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city  of  New-York,  the  high  sense 
which  1  shall  always  entertain  of  the  honour 
conferred  upon  myself  and  my  gallant  compan¬ 
ions  in  arms,  and  receive  the  assurance  of  my 
unalterable  respect  aud  tlie  high  consideratiou 
w  ith  which  I  am 

Y’^our  most  oljedient  servant, 

/  JACB.  BROWN. 

Hon,  Dewitt  Clinton, 


THE  EXAMlNEir. 


LEGISLATURE  OP  NEW-JERSEY. 
Gentlemen  of  the  council^  and  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  hmtse  of  representatives. 

Soon  after  the  atljournrnent  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  aud  in  conformity  to  the  joint  resolu¬ 
tion  of  both  houses,  1  visited  the  sea  coast, 
and  the  shores  of  Delaware  bay  and  river, 
and  |»roceeded  to  make  such  arrangements 
for  the  defence  of  the  exposed  parts  as  1 1 
conceive  the  roeources  placed  at  iny  dispo¬ 
sal  would  j  ustify  me  in  doing.  A  consider¬ 
able  number  of  pioc^s  of  field  artillery  have 
been  taken  from  the  interior,  and  placed  at 
proper  positions,  and  confnled  to  the  local 
militia,  who  have  in  some  cases  been  form¬ 
ed  into  special  corps  for  the  pur(»o»e.  As 
many  small  arms  as  could  be  spareti,  have 
been  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner,  aud 
the  whole  furnished  with  ammunition. 

The  events  of  the  war  have  not  made  it 
necessary  to  call  into  service  any  portion 
of  tlie  militia  on  the  authority  of  the  state. 
Considerable  bodies  of  militia,  however,  j 
have  been  called  into  service  by  the  com- 
m  Hiding  generals  of  the  3d  and  4th  niiiilary 
districts  of  the  United  States,  a  small  de¬ 
tachment  in  August,  and  the  remainder  in 
September.  They  are  yet  mostly  in  ser¬ 
vice.  The  patriotism  displa3'ed  by  a  large 
number  of  uniform  companies,  w  ho  volun¬ 
teered  their  services,  and  the  alacrity  ami 
promptness  with  which  those  companies,  as 
well  as  the  detailed  officers  and  soldiers, 
obeyed  the  call  of  their  country;  and  the 
patience  with  which  they  have  Ijorne  the 


military  acquirements,  together  with  their' 
firomptness  to  act  on  sudden  emergencies, 
render  them  peculiarly  useful.  How  far  it 
will  comport  with  the  public  interest  to  pro¬ 
vide  by  a  state  law’,  military  corps  of  more 
durability  than  is  compatible  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  militia  service,  is  submitted  to  your 
consideration,  and  whether  some  addition 
ought  not  to  be  made  to  the  anns  and  other 
militar}’  equipments  belonging  to  the  state, 
are  subjects  worthy  of  considerdlion. 

During  the  recess  of  the  legislature, 
changes  have  taken  place  in  Eurojie,  w  hich, 
at  first  view,  excited  an  apprehension  ul 
serious  injury  to  this  country.  The  success 
of  the  allies  in  their  war  with  France,  was 
productive  of  a  peace,  which,  early  in  the 
I  spring,  left  to  our  enemy  an  immense  un¬ 
employed  military  force.  Great  Dritain 
<lid  not  fail  to  aval!  h.rrscif  of  the  advarilage 
which  that  event  placed  in  her  power,  hy 
sending  out  large  lleets  aiul  armies  to  aid 
the  forces  alread}'  here  in  the  snljugation 
of  America,  expecting  to  create  dismay  and 
overwFielm  the  country  hy  a  sudden  vigo¬ 
rous  effort  of  military  skill  and  dlscijdine* 
In  this  expectation,  by  the  interjiosilion  of 
Divine  Providence,  she  has  been  disa{>- 
pointed.  The  bravery  of  our  soldiers  and 
seamen,  the  skill  and  heroism  of  our  officers 
and  commanders,  deserve  the  thanks  and 
rewards  of  a  grateful  country. — America 
I  withstood  the  shock  with  a  firmness  becom- 
1  ing  freemen.  The  ferocious  savages  on  our 
I  frontiers,  of  whose  alliance  Great  Britai!! 


hardships,  and  suffered  the  privations  inci¬ 
dent  to  a  military  life,  entitle  them  to  the 
highest  respect  and  consideration. 

Care  hai  been  taken  to  pay  to  the  non¬ 
commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri¬ 
vates,  the  extra  allowance  prov  ided  by  the 
liberality  of  the  legislature,  as  soon  as  it 
could  be  conveniently  done  after  it  became 
due.  Further  provisions  oh.  that  ^^ubject 
will  claim  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
legislature.  It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  the 
militia  will  not  be  detained  in  service  longer 
than  shall  be  rendered  indispensable  by  the 
movements  of  the  enemy. 

Although  our  militia  system  has  carried 
ns  so  far  through  the  campaign  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  inconvenience  as  could  have  been  rea¬ 
sonably  expected,  yet  experience  has  |)oint- 
ed  out  some  defects  susceptible  of  correction. 
The  uniform  volunteer  companies  have  be¬ 
come  very  iinnortant,  and  merit. encourage¬ 
ment!  The  advances  they  have  made  in 


unblushingly  boasts,  and  for  whose  affiic- 
tions  she  expresses  a  fraternal  sympathy^ 
have  atoned  for  their  inhuman  atrocities 
hy  death,  exile,  or  submission.  The  bril¬ 
liant  achievements  of  our  navy  are  daily 
adding  new  proofs  of  the  superior  skill  and 
intrejiidity  of  the  gallant  heroes  on  that 
element ;  while  the  slajightered  and  dis¬ 
comfited  armies  of  Britain  atiest  the  valour 
of  our  troops,  and  heroic  patriotism  of  the 
militia. 

'riie  progress  of  the  negotiation  of  our 
commissioners  of  peace,  is  such  as  was  to 
be  expected  from  the  inordinate  pride  and 
injustice  of  the  British  rninistr}  .  To  para- 
lize  the  efforts  of  the  nation,  ihe  British  go¬ 
vernment  made  an  insidious  offer  of  i^eace, 
and  therein  invited  cominissioners  to  Eu¬ 
rope.  After  three  months  unnecessary  de¬ 
lay,  conditions  are  offered,  fit  only  to  le 
accepted  l>y  a  conquered  people.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  (he  first  stages  of  the  contro- 
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versy,th«  enemy  only  assumed  the  dominion 
^  of  the  sea,  but  she  now  claims  the  sovereifi^n- 
ty  of  the  land.  We  are  arroganily  required 
to  dismantle  our  ships  and  demolish  our  for¬ 
tifications,  while  the  enemy  is  to  retain  his 
own  unimpaired,  and  to  surrender  part  of  our 
territory,  with  other  humiliating  conditions, 
and  restrictions,  too  degrading;  to  repeat. 
Nothing  short  of  tlie  base  surrender  of  the 
independence,  gloriously  achieved  by  the 
patriots  of  the  revolution,  will  satisfy  the 
pride,  av'arice,  and  ambition  of  the  enemy. 
Long  experience  must  at  length  convince 
every  reilecting  man,  that  our  rights  cannot 
he  maintained  by  negotiation,  that  it  is  in 
vain  to  reason  with  tyrants.  The  conlro- 
vers}’^  must  lie  settled  in  the  field,  and  the 
line  of  demarkation  traced  by  the  sword. 
JInty  imperiously  calls  iipou  us  to  strengthen 
the  nation  d  arm  for  national  defence,  nor 
have  we  any  cause  to  despond.  We  have 
an  invincible  army,  cornmandetl  by  able  ge¬ 
nerals,  a  gallant  navy,  and  8j)irited  patriotic 
militia,  daily  increasing  in  military  skill. 
The  enemy  have  been  rei)ul8ed  in  every  at¬ 
tempt  on  our  country  but  one.  The  only 
achievement  of  any  moment,  of  which  he 
can  boast,  is  the  wanton  destruction  of  a  few  | 
public  edifices,  in  an  inroad,  from  which  he 
could  no  other  way  escape  chastisement, 
hut  by  abandoning  his  sick  and  wounded  to 
tlie  mercy  of  an  insulUnl  enem}".  It  is  lie- 
comlng  more  and  more  obvious,  that  the 
plain  and  direct  road  to  peace  and  future 
prosperity,  is  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war.  A  manly  united  effort  of  the  nation 
in  one  year,  would  transfer  the  seat  of  nego¬ 
tiation  from  Europe  to  America.  Although 
our  country  is  able  to  contend  with  the  col¬ 
lected  force  of  the  Ilritisli  empire,  yet  that 
force  canuot  be  spared.  IMie  seeds  of  dis¬ 
cord  arc  too  deeply  sown  in  Europe,  to  he 
eradicated  by  a  treaty  extorted  !>y  the  bayo¬ 
net.  Great  Britain  is  already  forming  a 
camp  of  no  small  extent  in  the  territory  of 
an  ally,  ostensibly  to  watch  the  motions  of  a 
friend,  but  probably  to  shackle  both.  Eu¬ 
rope,  by  placing  four  fifths  in  one  scale,  she 
will  want  the  aid  of  a  large  t)ortion  of  her 
resources,  and  unforeseen  events  may  arise, 
which  may  require  the  presence  of  her  whole 
military  force  nearer  home. 

The  enemies  of  American  independence 
have  yet  one  hope  left,  arising  from  a  sup¬ 
posed  inability  of  our  government  to  com¬ 
mand  the  funds  necessary  to  its  operations 
— it  is  apprehended  that  this  difficulty  will 
diminish  as  it  is  approached.  If  we  look 


back-  for  twenty  years,  we  shall  find  tliat 
the  wealth  of  the  country  has  increased  l>e- 
yond  all  calculation.  Immense  fortunes 
have  been  made  by  individuals,  and  there 
is  scarcely  a  man  among  us  who  has  not 
doubled  his  estate,  amt  many  have  added  to 
it  four,  six,  and  even  ten-fold.  Can  any 
wise  m5^n  feel  a  reluctance  in  parting  with 
a  small  portion  of  (his  gain,  for  the  security 
of  every  thing  dear  to^ himself,  bis  family 
and  country  ?  The  goTcrnniem  of  a  free 
enlightened  people,  cannot  be  poor  w  hile 
its  members  are  rich.  Property  is  the 
proper  subject  of  taxation.  The  burden 
will  not  fall  on  the  poor,  hut  on  the  rich  w  ho 
are  able  to  hear  it.  The  natural  resources 
of  the  country  are  such  as  to  command  cre¬ 
dit,  and  a  few  years  of  peace  and  commer¬ 
cial  prosperity  will  renovate  the  most  dis¬ 
ordered  state  of  our  finances 

Perseverance  in  national  defence  will 
every  day  put  our  country  on  higher  and 
surer  ground.  It  is  now  in  our  power  to 
[dace  the  independence  of  our  comitry  on  a 
foundation,  that  nothing  short  of  Divine 
vengeance  can  shake.  Whatever  opinions 
may  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  war  in  its  commencement,  it  is 
undeniably  at  Ibis  time,  purely  a  war  of 
defence.  It  is  no  new  thing  that  a  war  in 
Its  progress  may  change  its  character — no¬ 
thing  is  more  common,  and  if  any  had  doidds 
at  first,  they  must  now'  be  convinced  of  t!ie 
injustice  of  the  enemy.  The  British  com¬ 
missioners  instead  of  discussing  the  real 
subjects  in  controversy  between  the  two 
nations,  set  up  new,  unheard  of,  and  degra¬ 
ding  demands  on  our  national  territory,  so 
outrageously  unjust  and  humiliating,  that 
there  is  not  a  man  to  he  fouinl  in  our  coun¬ 
try  who  does  not  spurn  them;  and  one  of 
(he  most  periiieiotis  of  these  is  given  as  a 
sine  qua  non.  Can  it  he  doubtcxl  then  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  for  national  de¬ 
fence,  involving  in  its  consequences  the 
safety  and  independenceof  America?  This 
being  the  case,  it  is  impossible  to  contem¬ 
plate  any  other  state  of  things,  than  a  una¬ 
nimous  detennination  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  until  at  least  these  exorbitant 
demands  are  relinquished,  and  our  enemy 
disposed  to.  listen  to  reasonable  terms. 

In  every  measure  which'  you  may  adopt 
for  the  public  interest,  you  may  calculate 
on  a  ready  and  faithful  cooperation  on  my 
part. 

WILLI  AM  S.  PENNINGTON. 

NenhJersey^  October,  l&r4. 


